
2nd Annual Turkey Trot Race A New Holiday 
Tradition
by John Woodruff

Frigid temperatures Thanksgiving morning could not deter over 200 runners 
and walkers for the 2nd Annual Merchantville Turkey Trot 5K & 1Mile Run/Walk.

As participants gathered along the bike path on Chestnut Ave. near The Station, 
volunteers handed out complimentary hand warmers and signed up last-minute 
registrants rushing to make it to the starting line for the 9:00 AM start. 

Merchantville’s Turkey Trot, an instant success with last year’s inaugural run, 
is establishing itself as a new tradition. Once again, many families in the Borough 
and from elsewhere in South Jersey participated, along with out-of-town relatives. 
This year’s Trot included runners/walkers from eight other states: Connecticut, 
Florida, Massachusetts, New York, Ohio, Texas, Virginia, and Washington.

The overall winner of the 5K was Huy Nguyen, a 17-year-old junior from 
Pennsauken High School and member of the cross country team. His time of 18:22—
a staggering 5:55 pace—bested the 196 other runners who crossed the finish line. 

An initial request to interview Nguyen was 
delayed when he headed straight from the finish 
line into The Station to warm up. A few minutes 
later, a recovered Nguyen said he really liked 
the course and running with other members of 
the Pennsauken Cross Country Team. 

The first female to cross the finish line was 
Merchantville resident Megan Schweitzer, 
with a winning time of 21:02 and a blistering 
6:46 pace. Schweitzer finished ninth overall. 
Schweitzer was quick to compliment the 
Pennsauken Boys Cross Country team, saying 
she enjoyed running with them and that they 
motivated her throughout the race. 

Schweitzer, a member of the Turkey Trot 
Planning Committee, was up with other 
volunteers at 6:00 AM Thanksgiving morning 
to set up for the race. 
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Board of Education Comings and Goings
by Observer Staff Writer

The November 27 Board of Education meeting began with noting the recent 
election results. Voters returned Elliott Honigfeld and Marc Carcanague, and 
elected write-in candidate Daniel Licata for three-year terms on the Board. 
Though Licata’s term starts in January, he attended the meeting as a member of 
the public. 

The resignation of Board member Albert Vitiello was also announced. The 
Board is immediately seeking candidates to appoint for the remainder of Vitiello’s 
term. Persons interested in seeking this appointed position should send a letter 
of interest to the Board before the December 17 deadline. Information about 
qualifications and instructions for applicants can be found on the school district 
website at www.merchantvilleschool.org.

In other business, the Board discussed the advantages and disadvantages of 
Merchantville’s participation in the state’s Interdistrict Public School Choice 
Program. This program allows a limited number of students to attend schools 
outside their home districts. Merchantville currently enrolls 44 Choice students 
and receives approximately $12,500 per year from the state for each one. While the 
program is widely regarded as an educational and financial success, Merchantville’s 
resident-student population has been growing at a rate that may make it hard to 
maintain current class sizes if the district continues to accept the same number of 
Choice students as in the past. (Merchantville has set no formal limit on class size. 
An informal understanding established by prior Boards is a limit of 40 students 
and two classes per grade.) Precision-planning is difficult as students move in 
and out before and during each school year. After extensive discussion, the Board 
voted 7 to 1 to continue Merchantville’s participation in the Choice program for 
the 2018-2019 school year at the current schoolwide level of 44 students.

The Board also engaged in a structured discussion on faculty diversity 
and implications of the racial breakdown of student disciplinary actions, as 
determined at the last Board meeting. The discussion centered on identifying the 
school’s strengths, needs, and ideas for improvement in the areas of curriculum, 
inclusiveness of setting, staffing, and discipline. The Board tentatively identified 
staffing and discipline as its principal focus. The Board concluded the discussion 
with the stated intent to develop a specific action plan at the second Board meeting 
in January, and expressed the concern that these efforts not be misconstrued as 
mere bureaucratic formalities.

The Board will hold its annual reorganization at its first meeting in January.

Noelle Skodzinski

Runners shown at the start of 
the annual Turkey Trot.  Over 

200 runners participated.

Definitely Daffodilly 
by Emily Sutin

On Saturday, November 10, six Boy Scouts, their fathers, Scout Master Shawn 
Waldron, Cindy and Ray Hertnick, Mary Elizabeth Gaskill, and her daughter all 
helped to plant daffodil bulbs in public spaces around town. Their bulbs went in 
along the bike path, by the firehouse, and near the Merchantville circle. 

On Sunday, November 11, Cindy Hertnick delivered 25 dozen daffodil bulbs to 
homeowners who had purchased them at the Daffodil Festival last spring. She also 
delivered bulbs to Dina Turan, teacher at Merchantville School and leader of its 
Junior Garden Club. Students who took those bulbs will plant bulbs at their homes 
or in other appropriate areas. 

Merchantville residents will have a chance to see the flowers when the bulbs 
bloom in late March and the town will hold its 2nd annual Daffodil Festival, 
tentatively set for April 13.   The Merchantville School students will be encouraged 
to take selfies with their blooms to display at the festival. Residents may also see 
Market Off Centre vendors at the festival as well, who will gather for a special pre-
season opening. Residents will have an opportunity at the festival to submit their 
suggestions for where on public property to plant daffodil bulbs for the 2019-20 
season. 

Though the Daffodil Festival planners have sold out all their bulbs for private 
property this year, homeowners can obtain them from commercial sources and 
plant until the ground freezes. 

Fertile Ground for Marijuana Shops
by Richard L. Lobb

Sale of marijuana for authorized medical use is already legal in NJ. The 
Legislature is considering expanding that program as well as legalizing recreational 
use. If those measures go through, would Merchantville be an attractive location 
for retail marijuana outlets? 

A local resident who is an expert in the medical marijuana business thinks so. 
“Merchantville would be a fantastic location for 

a dispensary,” Noelle Skodzinski, editorial director 
of two North American magazines that cover the 
legal cannabis cultivation and dispensary markets, 
told the Observer, “especially with its central 
location to Cherry Hill, Pennsauken, Haddonfield, 
Collingswood, Maple Shade, Moorestown, and 
more, and considering its proximity to major 
highways such as Route 70 and Route 38, which 
would provide very easy access to Merchantville. 
It would bring additional visitors to the town and 
provide additional jobs and tax revenue for the 
town as well.”

Skodzinski, an 11-year resident of the Borough, 
was invited to brief Borough Council on the 
marijuana outlook at a recent meeting, not long 
after the Council adopted an ordinance on the siting of medical marijuana 
dispensaries and retail sales outlets. She told the Council that legalizing marijuana 
could create a million jobs nationwide. 

“There already is a substantial market for medical marijuana throughout NJ,” 
she told the Observer. “As of October, the number of registered patients in the 
program had increased by 57% to 32,300, according to NJ.com. With this year’s 
expansion of qualifying medical conditions, those numbers continue to go up.”

Of the six medical marijuana dispensaries currently operating in NJ, the nearest 
to Merchantville is Curaleaf in Bellmawr. According to the Philadelphia Inquirer, 
Curaleaf is the busiest and largest dispensary statewide. Governor Phil Murphy 
wants to at least double the number of dispensaries in the state.

Physicians prescribe marijuana to relieve pain and other symptoms for patients 
with medical problems ranging from glaucoma to cancer, although the NJ 
Medical Society notes that pharmaceutical treatments already exist for many of 
the ailments. A bill pending in the Legislature would loosen the conditions under 
which marijuana could be authorized. 

Also in the legislative hopper is a bill to legalize recreational use of marijuana, 
which Governor Murphy also favors. 

“As for adult use (also called recreational use) legalization,” Skodzinski said, 
“the market potential is quite massive. Cannabis Business Times, where I am 
editorial director, cited the five-year market size forecast at $891 million, and I 
have seen other estimates above $1 billion.”

Skodzinski noted that Colorado, with a population of about 5.6 million, has 
more than $1 billion in marijuana retail sales annually. “So I would anticipate that 
NJ, with a population of more than 9 million, would easily reach that milestone,” 
she said. (Continued on page 3)

(Continued on page 7)
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Garden Club Makes Merchantville Greener and Pinker 
and Yellower…
by Observer Staff Writer

Have you noticed? Established plantings around town are flourishing from watering 
and other maintenance. A new pocket garden has appeared on Centre St. and a rain 
garden has sprouted near The Station. Planters in the west end have been improved 
and planting at Borough Hall and the sign garden on Chapel Ave. have expanded. The 
daffodil trail has been extended. 

It is all the work of the Merchantville Garden Club. Its members and volunteers not 
only add beauty to our town but can also teach us about the shrubs and flowers they’ve 
planted. Most have unique traits that are well suited for home gardens as well as public 
spaces in our area.

In the Chapel Ave. sign circle, for example, the Garden Club planted 300 daffodil 
bulbs and introduced knockout roses, Karl Foerster feather reed grass, nandina 
firepower, and gold mops. Typically flowering from May to November, knockout 
roses come in light yellow, light pink, and red pink. They are strong bloomers, able to 
reach around six feet. Cutting them back to two to three feet in late March reduces the 
woodiness at the roses’ base. Karl Foerster feather reed grass, also set as a centerpiece 
in some of the west end planters, has an upright narrow habit and does not become 
invasive like many other ornamental grass varieties. Nandina has lime red foliage and 
a compact form. Semi-evergreen, it loses its leaves in extreme cold. The leaves often 
don’t return until well into spring but, once refoliated, nandina makes for a bright spot 

in sunny to partly-sunny gardens. Gold mops are popular for their fringy, lime gold 
evergreen foliage.  

Two varieties of hydrangeas have been added at Borough Hall. Little limes, a 
smaller version of limelight, offer a compact shrub with long-lasting lime flowers. 
Oakleaf hydrangea is valued for its large flowers and equally large oak-like leaves 
which showcase outstanding fall color. Its large size complements the scale of the 
building and makes a nice contrast to fine-leaved plants. Hydrangeas are best planted 
for morning sun as the afternoon sun can make them droop.

Native plantings—ninebark, turtlehead, and coneflowers—at the new pollinator 
garden next to the News Nook beautify this previously weedy plot and will attract 
birds, bees, and butterflies. To describe just one of the native plants, ninebark is a fast-
growing green or plum leaved shrub. It flowers profusely in soft pink hues and matures 
to anywhere from three to eight feet in height, depending on the variety.

The newly-installed rain garden near The Station hosts native winterberry holly, the 
only deciduous holly and a good source of food for winter birds. Though their flowers 
are inconspicuous, the yellow twig dogwoods there are valued for their colorful 
branches. Cut these shrubs back to two to three feet in late winter, as the colored 
branching is on new growth.

Now a year old, the daffodil trail along the bike path got an infusion of 500 bulbs, 
as described elsewhere in this issue of the Observer.

Take a stroll and take a look at the shrubs and flowers in our public spaces. You 
might also come across a Garden Club member or volunteer to thank for helping the 
Borough Beautiful keep living up to its name.

http://auntcharlottescandy.com/


The Merchantville Observer, Page  3

Mark Anthony “Tony” Knox / Realtor Sales Associate

Office: 856-663-9100 •Fax: 856-663-8621 • Cell: 856-266-5490
Office Voice Mail: 856-663-9100 x 330

For Buyers and Sellers alike
“Tony” Knox knows Merchantville !

Call: 856-266-5490 or E-Mail - markanthonyknox@hotmail.com

Peze & Associates Realtors • 2917 Haddonfield Rd., Pennsauken, NJ 08110

Proudy Serving Merchantville for over 24 years

Inaugural Garnet Cup Middle School Basketball 
Tournament
by Emily Sutin

Ed Purdy, freshman basketball coach at Haddon Heights High School, had an idea. 
He’d been wondering how to give current middle school boys from the communities that 
send their graduates to the school a chance to get acquainted, see the campus, and get a 
taste of playing at the high school level well before they enter as 9th graders in September. 

His idea? To hold a basketball tournament especially for these students. He named it the 
Garnet Cup Middle School Boys Basketball Tournament to reflect the school’s mascot. 

On Saturday and Sunday, January 12 and 13, Coach Purdy will host the inaugural 
tournament at Haddon Heights High School, 301 2nd Ave. in Haddon Heights.  
Participating school districts will be Merchantville, Barrington, Haddon Heights, and 
Lawnside. Two semi-final games will be played on Saturday, with the championship 
game on Sunday. A tournament team and MVP will be chosen. For more information, 
contact the school at 856-547-1920. 

Fertile Ground for Marijuana Shops
(Continued from page 1)

Some towns in NJ have moved to ban both medical and recreational sales of 
marijuana. Merchantville chose to adopt restrictions on the location of medical 
and retail sales outlets. 

“We see that legalization is coming, and we want to manage it,” Mayor Edward 
“Ted” Brennan said at the Borough Council meeting which Skodzinski addressed.  

As part of a package of modification to the Borough’s zoning regulations, the 
Council adopted several restrictions on marijuana facilities, of both the retail and 
medicinal type:

• No facility can be located with 200 feet of a school, or 50 feet of a residential 
zoning district in Merchantville or an adjoining locality. 

• Proposed use must be approved by the planning/zoning board. 
• Hours of operation of a medical marijuana facility are restricted to 9:00 AM 

to 7:00 PM; of a recreational facility, from noon to 9:00 PM.
• Use or consumption of marijuana is not permitted in a medical marijuana 

dispensary. 
• Use or consumption of marijuana is permitted on the premises of an 

authorized recreational marijuana retail facility only if it is used or 
consumed indoors and only if the product is purchased at that retail facility. 
No outside purchases may be consumed on the premises.

• Persons under 18 are not allowed in either facility, unless they are qualified 
patients or primary caregivers and they are in the presence of their parents 
or guardians. 

Skodzinski noted that some states have enacted stronger restrictions, such as 
keeping facilities at least 1,000 feet away from schools. If that were adopted in NJ, 
it would essentially rule out a small town like Merchantville, she said. 

“There are liquor stores in town, and if marijuana is truly going to be regulated 
and taxed like alcohol, it should be treated the same way,” she said.

Queen Esther’s Coming to Merchantville
by Observer Staff Writer

Coming soon to the Merchantville community is Queen Esther’s Treasures Of 
Old & New Thrift Shop, to be located at 29 W. Park Ave., in the space formerly 
occupied by Aster’s Florist. Grand opening will be on Saturday, December 15, at 
noon. Refreshments and free gifts with purchase will be available.

Linda Kidd Jones established Queen Esther’s Treasures in memory of her mother, 
Queen Esther Kidd. “My mom loved to shop for bargains and catch sales and shop 
at thrift stores and Goodwill,” Jones recounted. “She would say, ‘You can really find 
some great bargains in these stores.’” Jones shopped there, too, and found out that her 
mother was right. 

So after years of shopping at thrift stores, Jones at age 71 decided to open her 
own—with the help of friends and family. “This is a family shared business. My 
family is behind me 100% and is excited for this new opportunity in my life,” she 
said. 

Jones promises that shoppers will find some of everything for men, women, and 
children in the store, including clothing, jewelry, shoes and boots, books, household 
items, toys, and much more. She describes the merchandise as “very traditional from 
my era, and many unique old and new items for today’s generation.”

Jones chose Merchantville for Queen Esther’s Treasures because it met all her 
criteria. For one thing, it’s close to her home in Pennsauken. Equally important, “I 
wanted it to be in a quaint, vintage-type area like Merchantville,” she said, “where I 
think the people in the community and surrounding areas could appreciate and share 
the same interests for the type of items that I would be selling.” Maybe most important 
of all for Jones is the people. She looks forward to “meeting new people and sharing 
my dream and vision that has been a long time coming.”

www.gaskillbrown.com
www.bordidesigns.com
http://www.pezeandcarroll.com/
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With this coupon

$10 discount on  $100 discount on
any service call   boiler replacement

December 31, 2018

to

Adult Haircut - $16
Senior Haircut - $14
Child Haircut - $14
Police & Fire - $ 14 

Hours are: Monday 10 - 4
Tuesday - Friday 10 - 7

Saturday 9 - 4 / Sunday 9 - 3

Memory Lane: Annie Oakley 
Once Lived in Town
by Maureen McLoone,
Merchantville Historical Society

There is nothing on the record to indicate that Mrs. Frank Butler packed any six-
guns or toted her rifle when she strolled around the quiet streets of Merchantville.  
Better known to America as Annie Oakley or Little Sure Shot, Mrs. Butler spent 
several months in the summer of 1923 in the home of her stepson, Edward F. Butler, 
at 218 Woodlawn Avenue. 

Her step-grandaughter, Elizabeth Butler, by then Mrs. Howard E. Hall, well-
remembered the visits of her famous relative. After Edward’s death in 1911, Elizabeth 
and her husband, an architect, owned the home. “I talked over so many incidents of 
her life with Aunt Annie, as I called her,” Mrs. Hall said. She had visited Annie many 
times in various parts of the East before she came to stay in the Merchantville home. 

Frank and Anne Butler had been 
a team since Annie was 15. She 
met Frank Butler when he was the 
country’s champion shot and on an 
exhibition tour. A match between 
them was arranged in which they 
would shoot at clay targets with 
each participant having 25 shots. 
The match was even after 24 rounds. 
Frank missed his 25th, but Annie 
scored with hers. Within a year, the 
two were married. Mrs. Hall said 
they were completely devoted to 
each other throughout their marriage. 
Many believe that extreme grieving 
for Annie caused Frank’s death, three 
weeks after Annie’s passing in 1926. 

Annie loved America. She told 
of a performance of the Buffalo Bill 
Circus Show before Queen Victoria. 
After the show, Annie was presented 
to the Queen, who said America must 
be very proud of her. Annie replied, 
“I am more proud of America.”

Newspaper clipping reporting on an appearance 
of Annie Oakley at the Merchantville Driving 
Park in January, 1888.

www.1stcnb.net
http://alsclipjoint.com/
http://plumbmedicinc.com/
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St. Peter Annual Christmas Bazaar. Friday, 
December 7, 4:00 to 9:00 PM and Saturday, December 
8, 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM.  This event is not only a major 
fundraiser for St. Peter’s School PTA, but a timeless 
tradition. Come out to shop at one of our fantastic 
vendors, have a delicious meal or baked good, and take 
a few chances on our fabulous silent auction baskets!

Merchantville Holiday Parade and Tree Lighting. 
The Borough’s annual holiday parade and tree lighting 
will take place Friday, December 7, 6:45 to 8:30 PM. 
Parade starts at Wellwood Park, Maple and Clinton 
Aves. Participants will begin lining up at 6:00 PM. 
Children’s choirs from Merchantville School and St. 
Peter School will provide musical accompaniment for 
the tree lighting behind Borough Hall at Centre St. and 
Park Ave. 

Pennsauken Township’s 2nd Annual Parade of 
Lights. Friday, December 14, 7:00 PM. Celebrate the 
holiday season with fire trucks, emergency service 
and other vehicles, which will be decorated with 
festive lights as they ride along Park Ave., beginning 
at Merchantville Masonic Temple, 6926 Park Ave., 
to Browning Rd. via Chestnut Ave. in Merchantville. 
Santa Claus is sure to make an appearance, riding 
a fire engine at the end of the parade, which should 
take roughly an hour from start to finish. For more 
information, contact Elwood Martz at 856-665-1000 
x151 or emartz@twp.pennsauken.nj.us.

First Presbyterian Church Free Holiday 
Concert. Saturday December 15, 3:30 PM. The Wind 
Symphony of Southern NJ will perform a selection 
of traditional American and European Christmas 
carols. In addition, the Wind Symphony will also 
play dance music from the Renaissance by Tielman 
Susato, Randall Thompson’s The Best of Rooms, 
Percy Grainger’s Handel in the Strand, and Vincent 
Persichetti’s Divertimento. The Wind Symphony is 
under the direction of Dr. Robert Streckfuss, Professor 

of Music Emeritus at the University of Delaware. A 
freewill offering will be taken at the beginning of the 
concert. Free parking is available behind the church. 
Follow the Wind Symphony on Facebook.

Breakfast with Santa and Mrs. Claus. Children 
up to 4th grade can meet the Clauses on Saturday, 
December 15, 10:00 to 11:30 AM at the Community 
Center, 212 Somerset Ave. No registration is required. 
Please donate a non-perishable food item (canned or 
boxed food) or an unwrapped new toy. This event is 
sponsored by the Borough of Merchantville’s Public 
Events Committee, with contributions from the 
Merchantville Task Force and Wegmans. Santa will 
also welcome children who visit his house behind 
Borough Hall at Centre St. and Park Ave. on Fridays 
and Saturdays during December. His schedule will 
be posted on his house; on the Borough website, 
merchantvillenj.gov; and on the Borough’s Facebook 
page, Borough of Merchantville.

Grand Opening of Queen Esther’s Treasures, 
Old & New Thrift Shop. Saturday, December 15, 
noon. Linda Jones, owner of Queen Esther’s Treasures, 
located at 29 W. Park Ave., invites shoppers of all ages 
to visit during the grand opening. Refreshments will 
be served and shoppers will receive a free gift with a 
purchase. Hours: Wednesday to Friday, 11:00 AM to 
4:00 PM, Saturday, 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM.

Christmas Eve Pageant and Festival Eucharist. 
Monday, December 24, 5:00 PM at Grace Episcopal 
Church, 7 E. Maple Ave. All are welcome! Come and 
celebrate the anticipation and joy of the birth of our 
savior, Jesus Christ, with our Christmas Eve service 
featuring the story of his birth as told by the children!

Cherry Valley Model Railroad Club Holiday 
Open Houses. Cherry Valley Model Railroad Club is 
holding a series of open houses for the holidays in the 
basement of Grace Episcopal Church, 7 E. Maple Ave. 
The display features a two-rail O gauge model railroad, 
including 4,000 linear feet of track and reproductions 

of Philadelphia’s 30th Street Station. The area’s largest 
operating O gauge model railroad display will be open 
to the public on Saturdays and Sundays, January 5, 
6, 12, and 13, from 12:00 noon to 3:00 PM. All open 
houses are free and free parking is also available. 

Grand Opening of Shannon Fitness and Personal 
Training Center. Coming soon to 13 N. Centre St. For 
more information, contact Shannon McKeown at 856-
308-5641.

Merchantville School District Events 
Friday, December 14, The Renaissance Assembly 

is held to celebrate the end of the trimester and report 
cards are distributed.  Students are recognized for their 
participation in a variety of service and community 
events over the trimester.  Qualification for the 
Renaissance List is based on grades, attendance, and 
lack of discipline referrals.  Usually a week after the 
assembly, a celebration is held for those who qualified 
for the Renaissance List, including movie day, 
breakfast, and ice cream truck. 

Thursday, December 20, 7:00 PM, the school’s 
Winter Concert will be held in the auditorium and is 
open to the public.

Thursday, January 24, 7:00 PM, the National Junior 
Honor Society Induction Ceremony will be held in the 
auditorium and is open to the public.

Merchantville Borough Council. Council’s annual 
reorganization meeting will take place Monday, 
January 7, at 7:30 PM in Borough Hall.

Merchantville Borough Hall will be closed on the 
following dates:

December 24 and 25 for Christmas
January 1 for New Year’s Day.
Merchantville Borough Services Holiday 

Schedule.  Trash and recycle collection for the next 
two holiday weeks will be as follows:

Christmas week, Saturday, December 29
New Year’s week, Saturday, January 5.

Town Happenings

www.therasport.org
www.moorestankservices.com
www.customtravelservices.com
https://www.mulhernsauto.com/
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Thanks to the McFaddens
The Merchantville Shade Tree Commission would like to give a heartfelt thank you to the McFadden 
family for their generous donation of $1,000 towards the continued beautification and preservation of 
our tree lined streets in Merchantville. 
Another cause the McFaddens support is early screening for breast cancer. One in eight women will 
develop breast cancer in her lifetime. The family reminds women everywhere to get screened for 
breast cancer early and take steps to reduce their risk. Make a difference! Spread the word about 
mammograms and encourage communities, organizations, families, and individuals to get involved. 

Merchantville School Seeks Substitutes 
The Merchantville School District is looking for fully-certified individuals who can serve as substitutes 
for teachers and aides, starting immediately. Successful candidates will be well-organized and able to 
follow written instructions from absent teachers. They should also possess a love for children and a 
desire to help them succeed. Substitutes will work directly for the Merchantville School District. For 
consideration, forward a cover letter and resume to J. Scott Strong, Chief School Administrator, at 
resumes@merchantville.k12.nj.us (preferred) or by USPS at 130 S Centre Street, Merchantville, NJ 
08109. For more information about the district, visit www.merchantvilleschool.org.

Library Fun
These upcoming events for children and families, and adults 

will take place at the Merchantville branch of the Camden County 
Library System, on 130 S. Centre St., unless otherwise noted. 
Registration for any program opens three weeks in advance of the 
event date. To register call 856-662-3128 or go online at http://www.
camdencountylibrary.org/events.
Children and Families

Wednesday, December 12, 3:30 to 4:00 PM, Canvas Painting. 
The library provides the canvas board and paint. You supply the 
creativity. Ages 4-11.

Wednesday, December 19, 3:30 to 5:30 PM, Frozen Sing-Along. 
Enjoy a cup of hot chocolate while watching (and singing along to!) 
the movie Frozen. Ages 4-11.

Monday, December 31, 3:00 to 4:00 PM, Read in the New Year. 
Celebrate midnight several hours early. We will read a story, dance, 
make a craft, and toast 2019 with milk and cookies. All ages.

Wednesday, January 2, 3:30 to 4:00 PM, Firework Art. Celebrate 
the new year with a fireworks craft. Ages 4-11.

Wednesday, January 9, 3:30 to 4:00 PM, Snowy Owl Painting. 
Paint an owl portrait. Ages 4-11.

Wednesday, January 16, 3:30 to 4:00 PM, Snowman Puppets. 
Make snowman puppets on Popsicle sticks. Ages 4-11.

Saturday, January 19, 2:00 to 3:00 PM, Family Cupcake 
Challenge. Families work in teams to decorate cupcakes! Ages 3-12.

Wednesday, January 23, 3:30 to 4:00 PM, Play With Clay. Play 
and create with modeling clay. Ages 4-11.

Wednesday, January 30, 3:30 to 4:00 PM, Sparkly Icicles. Use 
aluminum foil, glue, and glitter to make a sparkly icicle to take home. 
Ages 4-11. 
Teens and Tweens

Thursdays, December 6 and January 3, 3:30 to 4:30 PM, Teen 
Thursdays. Crafts, games, and other events at the library. December 
6: DIY Sharpie Mugs; January 3: Duct Tape Bookmarks. Ages 10-15.
Adults

Monday, January 28, 6:30 to 7:30 PM, Winter Foliage 
Arrangements. Discover the beauty and the variety of arranging 
without flowers and design a one-of-a-kind winter foliage 
arrangement. Choose from a variety of plant materials grown from 
across the world. No experience necessary. This program is presented 
by Rachelle Hasenberg of Inspirational Horticultural Therapy.

Departed Friends
ACKER, Francis E. Jr., 81, on October 28, of Westmont, NJ. Deeply motivated by his faith, he and 
his late wife, Rita Imondi-Acker (nee Rambone), were members of St. Peter Catholic Church, where 
he also enjoyed visiting the senior center. Frank was a US Navy veteran and an avid reader of naval 
history who loved riding the train and ran a mini railroad with his father in his basement. He was also 
passionate about Philly sports, especially the Flyers. His greatest joy was spending time with his family, 
for whom he cooked and baked at home and during annual vacations in NH. Frank is survived by his 
children Denise Foedinger (Rich), Michael Acker (Alicia), Lisa Acker, Carole Powers (the late Robert), 
Laura Romano (Michael), Mary Beth Hollenberg (Steve), and Michael Imondi. He is also survived by 
his sister Mary Ellen Davey (Bob), seven grandchildren, and many nieces and nephews. 
FOULK, Joan Ann (nee Callahan), 79, on November 11, of Pennsauken and Mount Laurel, NJ. A 
longtime parishioner of St. Peter Church and at one time a member of the Merchantville Woman’s 
Club, Joan Ann graduated from Camden Catholic in 1958 and spent over 20 years as an administrative 
assistant at Stone & Webster. She is survived by her children Joseph (Jackie), John (Wendy) and Julie 
Smart (Philip), and her brother, Joseph Callahan (Judy). Grandmother of nine, she was also a great 
grandmother of one. 
FUNSTON, Honey (nee Taggart), 85, on November 9, of Palm City, FL, and Hainesport, NJ. Honey 
graduated in Merchantville’s class of 1951 and was an original shareholder of the Woodbine Swim Club. 
She served for 25 years as an administrative assistant for the Pennsauken Board of Education. In addition 
to swimming, she enjoyed sewing, and raising her children and grandchildren. She loved sailing with her 
husband, John, who survives her, along with son Ted Dardzinski (Tammy), daughters Leslie Meth (Karl) 
and Robin Gore (Ed), eight grandchildren, and extended family. (Continued on page 8)

http://haddonagency.com/
www.facebook.com/sistersalesteam
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2nd Annual Turkey Trot Race
(continued from page 1)
She said she liked the changes to the course and thought the event was well planned. 
She thanked the volunteers from the Niagara Fire Company and the Merchantville 
Police Department, adding, “There’s no race like it in the area.” 

Trever Miller, coach of Pennsauken High School’s cross 
country team, said his team had approached him at the end 
of cross country season to announce that “we have two more 
weeks of running together to train for the Merchantville Turkey 
Trot.” The extension of their practice runs together paid off, 
with each of the seven Pennsauken runners placing in the top 
three in their age groups. Coach Miller, a Haddonfield resident, 
also participated in the 5K race, placing second in his age group 
in his first Turkey Trot outing.

Mayor Ted Brennan and Councilman Anthony Perno 
again participated in the race with their families. Perno, who 
had donned a turkey hat and apron from which he threw 
candy to onlookers, captured second place in his age group. 

In what may be the beginning of a new Thanksgiving 
family tradition, Merchantville resident Joseph Conway 
raced again with his daughter Kelly,14, who placed in her 
age group to take home a medal. 

An amazing three-generation feat was that Merchantville’s 
Dannette Stratter raced along with her daughter, Janae, and 
grandson, Miles—and that all three placed first in their 
respective age groups.

Reflecting on the event, race organizer and Turkey Trot 
Planning Committee Chair Mary-Elizabeth Gaskill said, 
“Merchantville has so much to offer its community, but the 
Turkey Trot is my favorite. It was a chilly morning, but we had 
a great turnout.” Gaskill gave a “huge thank you to the police 
department, fire department, neighbors, local businesses, task 
force, friends, and families.” She continued, “We couldn’t have put on this event 
without your help and I look forward to seeing every one of you next year.”

Race sponsor Eclipse Brewing once again offered a post-race bib exchange, good 
for a free beer, which proved to be a highlight for many runners ages 21 and older.

Other 2018 Turkey Trot race sponsors included Therasport, Gaskill and Brown 
Funeral Home, TNT Pest Control, Niagara Fire Department, Weiler Tools LLC, 
authorized franchise of Snap-On Tools, McFarlan’s Market, Mulhern’s Auto 
Repair, Merchantville Little League, and Spirit to Sole Connection.

Overall race winner 
Huy Nguyen 

First Female Finisher 
Megan Schweitzer 

www.prontopizzamerchantville.com
http://www.krousecarpets.com/
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COLLINGSWOOD 
741 Haddon Avenue 

 

856-559-0440 
www.mcfarlansmarket.com 

MERCHANTVILLE 
27 S. Centre Street 

 

856-662-1400 

   From McFarlan’s MarketFrom McFarlan’s MarketFrom McFarlan’s Market   

SERVE ONLY THE BEST IN QUALITY 
FOR THE HOLIDAYS 

 

Fresh Meats & Poultry  Deli Party Trays 
Fresh Baked Goods  Gift Baskets   

Departed Friends
(Continued from page 6)
GAVIN, Yvonne Y. Funches Powers, 61, on November 7, of Merchantville. 
ROBINSON, Neil J., 63, on October 31, of Merchantville. 
SHORT, Eileen Fisher, 70, on October 26, of Cape May. Formerly of Merchantville, 
Eileen retired to Cape May after the death of her husband, Thomas. Eileen graduated 
from the College of New Rochelle and went on to a career as a sales representative. 
Her volunteer passion was volunteering for Court Appointed Special Advocates 
(CASA), that supports children in foster care, through which she met her godson, 
Noah Gillespie. Sister of the late Carroll Fisher, she is survived by siblings Patty 
Fisher, Barbara Fisher (Charles Nelson), Kathy Sloane (Len), and three nieces and 
nephews. 
SKILES, River A., 14, on October 25, of Merchantville. Born in Tucson, AZ, to 
Simon and Regina Skiles, River was a 9th grade student at Brookfield Academy. She 
loved nature—animals, especially her rescue cat, Summer, and space, the stars, and 
the ocean. She enjoyed strolling in Merchantville’s parks and streets. She also loved 
listening to and making music. River is survived by her father, mother, stepfather Jamie 
Hershberger, uncles Jeff Herther and Matt Kalinowsky, aunt Liz Kalinowsky, cousins 
Damien and Evan Kalinowsky, and cats Jasper and Thunder as well as Summer. 
SMILEY, John W., 89, on November 16, of Merchantville. John was born in 
Stroudsburg, PA, and graduated from Lafayette College. A US Army veteran 
of WWII, he retired as a computer programmer at RCA in Camden. He was a 
longtime member of Trinity United Methodist Church and a former member of the 
Merchantville Zoning Board and Merchantville Historical Society. John was married 
to the late May McDowell and to Elizabeth (nee Kies). Predeceased by daughter, 
Susan Green (Darnell), he is survived by daughters Patricia Hopkins and Barbara 
Wilson (Dennis) and seven grandchildren and six great grandchildren. 
VISCONTI, Joseph H. Sr., 80, on October 30, of Atco, NJ. Joseph attended 
Merchantville High School and enjoyed boating and golfing as a young man. He 
worked for over 25 years as a planner and estimator at the Naval Aviation Supply 
Office in Philadelphia. After retiring, he enjoyed the shore, tending his vegetable 
garden, and watching the Phillies and Eagles. Joseph also loved family get-togethers 
where he challenged his grandchildren to games of pool. He was predeceased by 
his brothers, Charlie, Ray and Rocky, his sister, Jean (Vennel), and son-in-law John 
Hiller. Formerly married to Margie Heebner, he is survived by his companion, Mary 
Constanzo, and his children, Margie Horvick (Dave), Joe (Debbie), Danette Hiller, 
Dale, and Tracy DiBease (Jamie). Joseph is also survived by 12 grandchildren and 
three great-grandchildren. 

www.mcfarlansmarket.com
www.leadingsmilesdental.com
www.kurkroofing.com



